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Last year, the Old Hall, compared with the previous
year 2008/09, received 956 less paying visitors, it
also took almost 10k less income, £53, 315.00 & yet
paid 33.5k more in staffing costs than in 2008/09
Despite the economic downturn last year, many
museums, galleries & heritage sites boasted record
visitor numbers as people stayed at home instead of
holidaying overseas, however this failed to impact
upon the Old Hall.

Schools continue to be a significant core business
for the Old Hall accounting for ¢ 50k per year.For
the first time, Schools exceeded admission takings
over general visitors £25,324.80, general visitors 23,
769.78.& on average, each school child spends £3 in
the gift shop accounting for 50% of its takings!

In April, May & June the Old Hall experienced 90
paying visitors less than in 2008/09, whereas the
non paying sector was up by 111 on 2008/09 data.

Despite the boast that the Old Hall staged several
wedding receptions last fiscal year & that there
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was a surge in this business, the data reveals a
different picture — only two were held in 2009, one
in August the other in July.Two are booked for
2010 & possibly three in 2011.In the light of
increases in hire charges, we shall have to wait &
see if the ‘wedding reception’ market has mileage
at the OId Hall, It needs to become pro active in
Corporate Hospitality & update the modern kitchen
to make that more versatile. English Heritage
reduced its grant last year in the wake of
government cuts, last year it gave £53,315 which
was reduced by £14, 104 to £39, 210.55.The Tea
shop after costs, only made nearly £12,837 &
although an improvement on the previous year, it
challenges ideas of whether it is realistic to
franchise it out. The Gift Shop increased its sales
by £3, 648.39 realising £33,274.63. Lettings were
only up by £408 on the previous year but the new
increases may dampen that market.The Old Hall is
running a deficit of c160k on last year’s figures,The
Friends’ want to see the Old Hall successful & on a
firmer business footing.

Mr Bob Wise has been a Friend for several years & became the representative of
the Society of Lincolnshie History & Archaeology, which linked The Friends into a
large organisation.He has been an excellent ambassador for The Friends & for
Lincolnshire’s Heritage. It has been an uphill struggle for him. A sincere man with
a macro mind whose mind transcends the ‘parochial’. Bob was a former guide at
the Archbishop’s palace in Maidstone, Kent.

The Friends are blessed with volunteers who earnestly strive to promote the Old
Hall & the interests of the association.The Friends greatly appreciate Bob’s
services .We wish him & his wife well in their continued retirement in Welton.
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New Letting Rates at Old Hall out prices this

precious Community Resource ..........

The Old Hall has increased its letting rates for use
of the Great Hall & the Lower Great Chamber &
adopted a new criteria for charges.Last year users
were able to hire the Great Hall for £32.60 per
hour, this has now attracted a staffing surchage of
£24.12 per hour during the weekday, which
increases at the weekends, thereby making the
total charge £56.82p per hour a 43% increase on
the previous year,whilst the Lower Great chamber
costs £27.30 per hour with the staff surchage of
£24 12 = £51.42 an increase of 47%.

At the weekend its total hire charges are;
Great Hall £68.80 per hour
Lower Great Chamber 63.50 per hour

There is heating in the Lower Great Chamber
whilst there is none in the Great Hall. restricting
community & private use. And the letting rates are
contrary to recommendations within the

Axe to fall on museums....... Even before
the coalition Government was in place, LCC
announced that it is to close its two small
museums in Grantham & Stamford.& to pull out
of managing the Church Farm Museum in
Skegness in October, unless a rescue package is
secured.All three had recently offered free
admission at the point of access.It will involve
members of staff losing their jobs or being
transferred.Although denied, Gainsborough Old
Hall is the next on the list, if it fails to make a
significant upturn in making money. The omens
are not good in the context of the economic

Conservation Plan Nov 2004, which suggested that
they be in line with the locality.Local community will
be unable to access this resource at these exorbitant

rates which disturbs The Friends’.

Letting rates based on two members of staff are as
follows; Weekday £24.12 per hour Weekend [&
presumably bank holidays] £36.20 per hour. For hire

after midnight £48.24 per hour.

For example to hire for a 3hour event will cost
Weekend the Great Hall £206. 40
Lower Great Chamber £190.50
Week day - Lower Great Chamber £154.26
The Great Hall £170.16

These rates almost say, ‘we _do not want the

b usi n eAndstide.Old Hall has a modern kitchen
not up to standard to cook meals offering a
restricted service for Corporate Hospitality.

downturn & the LCC lacking in
business culture & acumen to
deliver.In recent years it has
squandered public money on a
top heavy management
structure & failed to respond to
the amber warning lights to
adopt a more entreprenerial
approach.The management
team, which got us to this
impasse, does not inspire
confidence in turning the Old
Hall round.Time will only tell!

Did you know that
The Friends secured
the Grade 1 Listing

of the Old Hall on
4th of April 1964

English Heritage Members are unhappy...

The Friends have discovered that English Heritage Members are now being charged if a Friends’
guide is taking parties round the Old Hall. A Friend’'s guide comes at no cost & is a volunteer,
therefore the LCC are now attracting extra revenue on the back of a ‘free service’. The Old Hall is
interpreting a guide as a ‘special event’ per se & therefore chargeable. ‘Special event’ in my book
is a Craft Fayre or a similar event within the Old Hall's programme.It could be that costumed
guides employed by the Old Hall, as opposed to a Friends’ guide, is deemed a special event,
however, The Friends’ are disappointed that English Heritage Members are being charged when
guided by volunteer guide of the association.This new policy, although advocated by English
Heritage, has upset several members who have complained bitterly to the regional office!
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There are various features in the Old Hall that are sadly ignored, one is the Upper Great Chamber in the
East Range, the other is the Old Hall Mural on the west wall of the current Tea Shop, until now.

The tradition of wall decoration dates back to Egyptian and Roman wall painting. Centuries later, and
particularly in cooler climates, people used fabric to cover walls and windows to keep drafts out. In the
homes of the well-to-do, these fabrics were elaborate, resplendent tapestries, which also adorned the
walls of palaces and castles. They were not only practical, but decorative & symbolic of affluence.

Wallpaper began as a cheap substitute for tapestry and paneling. Some historians believe that the use of
wallpaper dates back to the 1400s. The first wallpapers were decorations for wood panels, introduced into
England by Flemish craftsmen. The papers were small squares with images printed by wood blocks,
which were then colored in by hand. As the desire increased to find a less expensive alternative to the
wall-hangings of the rich, printers produced simple vyet decorative paper panels.

In the 1500s, the wealthy continued to cover their walls but now they did so with brocades, velvets and
even embossed leather. The earliest known wallpaper in England dates back to 1509 - an Italian-inspired
woodcut pomegranate design printed on the back of a proclamation issued by Henry VIII. Discovered in
1911 at Christ's College in Cambridge, the paper is attributed to Hugo Goes, a York printer. Christ Church
was attended by the Separatist leaders; Rev John Smyth & Rev John Robinson.

Other forms of wall covering were leather hangings known as Cordwain was even more proof against
draughts and dampness than tapestry, and it was unaffected by insects. Wooden panelling or wainscoting
was popular & the Old Hall has surviving examples of this in the Tudor Room, [dated 17c] however there
was more extensive use which sadly has not survived.

Wall painting or Mural. A mural is any piece of artwork painted directly on a wall, ceiling or other large
permanent surface. In the Old Hall's case this is identified in the current Tea Shop, which may be the
Garden Room in the 1625 Hickman Inventory.lt is dated 16c or 17¢, was it before or after the Hickmans in
15967

in June of this year, Courthauld’s Institute issued a new report on their investigations of March this year.lIt
agrees that the date of the mural stylistically is circa 16¢ /17c.It may have originally extended on all “four’
walls [ there is doubt that there was ever a dividing wall on the south side] & possibly the ceiling! The
surviving remnants are on the west wall. And the Garden Parlour in the Hickman Inventory of 1625 may
be identified as this chamber.The report suggests that the mural may well imitate the Flemish * mille fluer
tapesteries whilst incorporating classical columns, a feature of the Renassiance.

The report is deeply critical of the way the mural has been cared for of late & strongly recommends an
interpretation in order that the public may enjoy & appreciate this re discovered treasure within the Old
Hall.Certainly the wall painting requires Conservation, Protection & Interpretation with further
research.There are plans afoot to locate the Gift Shop within this space & in the light of the rediscovery of
its added importance, a Gift Shop may not be the appropriate location after all. > The full report may be
accessed on the FOHA website.

More Spaces with in the Old Hall may Re open to the Public

The Upper West Chamber & Chamber above the Servery, which were once open to the public many years
ago, are being cleared for late August & it is hoped that they shall re open to visitors. They form part of the
original 1460 build, access by a 19c newal staircase.The Upper West Chamber is one of the lovliest
spaces within the Old Hall which has a fine 15c fire place. It is a ‘high status’ chamber & may well have
been the original Solar! The Kitchen Upper Chamber enclosed the ‘ fire gap’ between the Hall & the
Kitchen. It is served by a garderobe & a fire place.Tradition says that it was the ‘Housekeeper’s lodgings’
but to date, there is no documentary evidence to support this.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vermin
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Linda Porter, the July Sunderland Lecturer, was taken to your hearts

Issue 1

Dr Linda Porter, who gave a first rate lecture on the subject of her second book, Katherine Parr, was
warlmy received by those who attended.[ 99] Linda was not enjoying good health that evening & on her
return home was admitted into hospital with kidney troubles, she is now at home & responding to
drugs.She is now reseaching for her third book likely to be published in autumn 2013 at the earliest . It is
about the rivalry between the Tudors and the Stuarts in the first half of the sixteenth century, starting with
Henry VIl and James IV and ending with Mary Queen of Scots’ flight across the border in 1568. As such, |
suppose it is about the early steps to the forging of Britain, and about a family at war, since after James IV
married Margaret Tudor, the Stewarts were part Tudor. It is a wonderful period, full of set-piece battles
and charismatic personalities and | think it will throw a different light on monarchs like Henry VIII. The title
at the moment is Crown of Thistles: the fatal inheritance of Mary Queen of Scots.

Watch this Spacel!

t he Al I Saintsbo

Dr Tristam Hunt MP

was a Sunderland lecturer in May 2005
was elected in May Labour MP for Stoke
on Trent Central He will combine his
parliamentary duties with his unirvisity
work at St Mary’s College London
University

We wish him well within the Gothic wonder of
Paliament

Dr David Starkey
is giving a lecture in Retford later this year!

And

yes, we shall | ook

Church, Gainsborough,

forwar
disappointing not to see staff come & hear Linda talk about Katherine who had associations with
this place & married Sir Edward Burgh who died within three years of the marriage & is buried in
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Dr Jonathan Foyle

Our inaugural Sunderland Lecturer is making a 15
part series, which includes Lincoln Cathedral [ he

be transmitted 6 Sept @ 6.30pm & Jonathan

was filming there in July as it happens] for BBC 2 to

hopes

to give a presentation in Lincoln Cathedral in aid of
the cathedral in October. He has been climbing the
walls of Lincoln Cathedral as part of a new BBC 2

series,6 Scal i ng.

Scaling Britain is about telling the story of th
1000 years of British architecture
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time for a fresh perspective based on the premise of historical
evidence & historical integrity - shattering illusions

For many years, it has been categorically said & written, that William Hickman, the early Pilgrims & the
Old Hall converged, but is that historically accurate or is it based on circumstantial evidence, which has
over the years become unquestioned tradition, when in reality it may be ‘myth’ & not ‘factually’ true.
Indeed, there was a vibrant Separatist group here in Gainsborough long before Nottinghamshire but it may
not have centred on the Old Hall.

There is no primary documentary evidence to date, which confirms that Hickman, the Pilgrims & the Old
Hall were ever linked as suggested in past & current literature.Such a position challenges the very
marketing & promotion of the Old Hall with its Pilgrim Father Exhibition in the Old Hall & as one of the key
centres of the early Pilgrims before Plymouth within the ‘quadrilateral.” As a recent historian has written in
his excellent & scholarly book,

i Wi t hdooumentary evidence, historians have often said [ written] that Smyth & the
Separtists worshipped at Gainsborough O

6Making Haste from Babylon 6 by Nick Bunker, Bodl e\

It raises two points, first about perspicacity as a historian & secondly about historical integrity.You have to
be sure of your ground & therefore be able to back it up & if there is not the supporting evidence to
preface statements accordingly.At this present time, we cannot be certain & | am open to the fact that one
day documentary evidence may surface to present fresh perspectives.

There is no doubt, that the Separatist group led by Rev John Smyth existed in Gainsborough.Indeed,
when the local vicar was poorly & unable to take the Sunday service, the parishioners leaned on Smyth to
preach, which got him into serious trouble with the Bishop of Lincoln, who had rescinded his licence to
function as a clerk in holy orders. Leading churchmen in the Town, including Hickman, wrote to the bishop
to account for those circumstances but that does not confirm that Hickman was a supporter of the Puritans
or that they once worshipped in the Old Hall.

Sir William Hickman is a controversial lord of the manor, who far from being a protector of the Separists he
may have been a persecutor & not their leading light as once thought.In August 1607, John Noble a
wealthy draper in the Town, with connections in London, had his hat removed by Hickman in church, a
gesture resisted by Puritans. Noble was a founding father of the grammar school & parish constable.He,
with Sir Richard Williamson, & an attorney called Edward Aston fought a protracted legal battle with
Hickman, who imposed exorbitant rents on market traders & had tried to close Noble’s business down!
Hickman had reported John Noble for non-conformity, which is not an act of a sympathiser! The identity of
Noble, Aston & Williamson is more revealing, in that they were members of the Puritan network in the
locality which was led by the Rev John Smyth.Hickman is portrayed as a protector of the early pilgrims in
Gainsborough, but if Hickman was not, who then was?That person may well have been Sir Richard
Williamson, son of a local draper, born in Gainsborough ¢1560. He went to Gray’s Inn, London to be a
lawyer, where there was great sympathy for the puritan cause.Under James |, he was knighted & became
a member of the Council of the North based in York. He was a man of political clout & influence, far in
excess of Hickman.Sir Richard’s nephew was Gervase Nevyle of Grove, near Retford, who was formerly
of Gray’'s Inn, a Puritan sympathiser who challenged the validity of the Church of England High
Commission to bring legal proceedings against them not for religious reasons but on civil grounds. The
Church stood its ground because such a challenge attacked the royal perogative.The battle grounds were
being drawn.

The flight of the Pilgrims in 1608 from Stallingborough Flats >:
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We know more about this event after reading the depositions which have laid dormat for 400 years & have
escaped the attention of historians until now. Reading Bradfords’ account & the depositions reveals a more
exciting event than the stark account written by William Bradford.

May 9 Monday The Francis, a barge plying the east coast with sea coal for London was hired for human
cargo & its master, Henry Spencer collected from Gainsborough 10 women, 3 children & 2 men. By the time
they reached Stallingborough it had picked up something like 80/100 separitists with their household stuff.

May 10 Tuesday, at Caistor a group of menfolk had walked from Gainsborough 35 miles in a straight line
heading for Stallingborough.which was reached on Wednesday May 11.0ne of those on the perambulation
was the servant to Thomas Helwys, Edward Arnfield.

May 12 Thursday, The Francis had reached its rendevous to meet a Dutch hoy, that is a vessel with a
single mast.Sixteen men in a rowing boat boarded this hoy & set sail as the local magistrates were in
pursuit, leaving the occupants of The Francis to the authorities.Henry Spencer & his crewman, Robert
Barnby were only too happy to spill ‘the beans’.

May 13 Friday, The arrest of women & children was relayed down to London to seek instructions of how to
deal with them.Interrogation revealed that the flight to Holland was planned not by the Hickmans as
suggested in some literature, but by Thomas Helwys. Bradford did not tell us that whereas John Robinson
does.

He had hired The Francis to take its human cargo & goods to his cousin Sir Gervase Helwys, Sherriff of
Lincolnshire, who sympathaised with the separatist cause. Gervase erected in 1599, a family monument in
Saundby church. He appointed Rev Richard Clifton to Babworth Church, another separatist stronghold.

The arrest of what were technically ‘Brownists’ was an embarrassment because from 1593, Brownists could
be banished or exiled under the law.Why were the authorities ‘on the ball’, was it inside information or
something else.The quiet areas of the coast line was on red alert for people exporting grain after a bad
harvest at home to stop expolitation & such trade had been outlawed.Furthermore, there was suspicion of
Catholic insurgency after problems in Ireland.The separatists were eventually released to see their way clear
to sail to Holland possibly because Robert Cecil, the King’s chief adviser did not want its ringleaders to come
to court & challenge the High Commission ie the right of the church to hold civil courts, impose tithes, grant
licences, prove probate, hold property simply because the Church was the arm of the State which helped
enforce Protestant Uniformity. To challenge that, might lead to questioning the place of the Crown itself. The
Catholic threat was a far greater worry at that moment in time!

The 1608 flight brings almost closure to the Gainsborough Separtist group which like a meteor lilluminated
the Puritan sky in Lincolnshire.However, 12 years later their search for the New Jerusalem led them to cross
‘the Pond'.It was to be a commercial undertaking when the Mayflower bravely set off from Plymouth.Behind
that commercial contract was the Virginia Company founded in 1606. Interestingly, that company had a
Gainsborough connection, the Somerscales, who are a shadowy lot. Robert Somerscales senior had been
co-founder of the local Grammar school with John Noble Somerscale junior was involved in tobbaco, well
connected & infleuential. This son will have known all the major players in the Separatist movement in
Gainsborough & ideally placed to support them in 1620 .

The events reveal that, the Separatist group in Gainsborough was local grown & protected & cultivated by
their own, not by the new upstart, Sir William Hickman. Documentary evidence to date, reveals that Sir
William Hickman or Rose Hickman played any role in these events whatsoever, they had the connections &
background to have been a major players but possibly chose not to do so. It also suggests that the story is
not as simplistic as the lord of the manor aiding & abetting the Separatists. Hickman was not the paternal
landlord as his forebears became, he was a ‘threadbare fellow’, who, with those with eyes to see, could see
through him for what he was, a cold, calculating, grasping, bully, who managed to alienate the Town & its
religious interests. The Separatists therefore may have never met or worshipped in Gainsborough Old Hall.
And Rose Hickman may have been scandalised by the Separatists in the light of her experience against
Mary Tudor’s Catholicism which Elizabeth | reversed, securing Protestant England.These are indeed
shattered lllusions of a tradition which carries no documentrary evidence whatsoever.
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Do you use Emails?

Have you had a Test
Message from Me?

Already have under 73 members who will start receiving Newsletters
and other information by Email. This will be a considerable saving in
cost alone with four mailings a year, using envelopes, labels, postage
stamps and the cost of printing. Please Email me if you can help reduce

N

overheads on: N
davidwilley42 @hotmail.com David Willey Hon Sec \
The Lords Burgh8or9 ? ........... putting the record straight

Many publications state that there were 9 Lord Burghs but this is technically incorrect.

Sir Thomas Burgh b ¢ 1431 d 1496 was created Baron Burgh of Gainsborough by Henry Vi
September the 1st 1487. Richard Il had made him a Garter Knight in 1484. However this peerage was
not hereditary & therefore his son Sir Edward Burgh, never succeeded his father's peerage.However,

Edward’'s son, Lord Thomas Burgh | c1488—1550, was created by Henry VIII Baron Burgh of
Gainsborough 2nd of Dec 1529 in a new creation, from which the present barony devolves.

Lord William Burgh Il ¢ 15225 1584
Lord Thomas lll ¢ 15580 1597 Garter Knight

Lord Robert IV 15940 1602 On August 4 & 5,46
Abeyance from 1602 to 1918 go to Blenheim &
Lord Alexander V 1866 to 1926 Windsor, whilst a
Lord Alexander VI 1935 to 1959 full coach goes to
Lord Alexander VII 1935 to 2001 Duncombe Park on
Lord Alexander VIII 1958 current & has male issue August 26!
Old Hall news
Staffing: LCC Old Hall Website: Obit
The Site Co- The Old Hall's website hits plumetted

ordinator’s post is now during 2009/10 ~ from 17, 638 in | 7hxe Friends were saddened to
a jobshare with Joan 200?(/ 09 to7, 767faver?g|ng_ 149 plt?r learn of the sudden passing of
week, indicative of decline in public Maureen Lomas, in July, wife of

response & interest in what is a ‘bog .
standard’ website, which has the a former Chairman of The

Smithson & Victoria
Mason Hines.

Rick, who worked as potential to be far better. However the Friends, Mr David ‘Lomas",

a heritage assistant & LCC is not prepared to invest seriously we extend o David & his

guided school parties, in marketing & promotion the Old Halll | /amily,our continued thoughts &
left the Old Hall on prayers .

June 16 for new work.
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FOHA DATAWATCH & Record of footfall since April
The Old Hall Visitor Figures 2010
April paying 1092 non paying 1765

Hon Secretary Mr David Willey

Tele 01522 889358 May paying 822 non paying 2771

E mail david willey 42@hotmail.com June paying 789 non paying 3161

o,
officialfoha@hotmail.com 1,914 25.99% PV 2008/09
7,697 74.01% NPV 10, 084
Hon Treasurer Mr Michael Long
1 17.96%
Tele 01427 615809 10, 400 Schools , 868 96%
FOHA

www. gainsborougholdhall.co.uk First Tuesday Lectures: May 105 June 62 July
85 > totalling 1, 002 & averaging 83.33 per talk.

Sunderland Lecture: May 67 July 99

Website Visits Between Jan 6 & April 14 2010
realised 6, 124 visits, totalling 86, 624 averaging
over that 14 week period, 437.28 visits per week!

CHRISTMAS CARD SALE

The Friends’ are selling its 2008
Christmas Card to the membership on a
reduced rate of 50p each [ they were £1
each] as from Easter.With less than 8

The Friends are members of BAFM -British Association of
Friends of Museums through whom it insures for general
accident & public liability.

Registered Charity No 229837 A Member of BAFM

months to Christmas we thought you
might like this tempting offer to prepare
early, its almost 100 days to Xmas!!

By popular demand a second showin

was to become an exhibition celebrating
entrepeneur & buit a Rose Bros in

Ageso
large factory producing Gainsborough Old 9
originally packaging Hall 28 & 29 of Discover &
machines & wrapping November copies still explore

# machines, which were left to purchase for

to transform the Christmas giftsAdmision O f Li ncol ns
~ commercial world from charge applies with light Rich & Diverse

a weigh & save culture refreshment included!
o> fRe ‘pre packed’,

Heritage

0 Rose B r loytShee

Edlingt_on ” &b DtrthDi?na which we all take for  Hie€ritage _Open
O’[S(ta),l'lshada ;u W?”_'rm granted today .Here is a Days in
establishe y tiam finely produced book, Lincolnshire
Rose. The Old Hall has .

¢ i ith priced £12 soft back,

strong connections with i opie Tl 01427 9 to 13 of

industry for it was the
birthplace of William
Rose on the 14th  of
November 1856 whose
mother rented tenements
in the west range.William

612030.It is most September 2010
welcome, balancing the

history of the other Theme
great works—Marshalls § \Wa r t hr o
& Sons.Look out for the




